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 write to you this month from 

the iconic venue, Lake 

Junaluska.  This has been a 

place with historic value.  Early in 

my vocational ministry, I spent time here on several 

occasions for spiritual formation training.  In recent 

years I have come to this place as an assistant youth 

leader.  The common element is the freedom I sense and 

come to feel as I spend time here.   

 

Mountain top experiences hold a strong place in the 

biblical narrative.  Moses went up on a mountain and 

came down with the voice of God for the people.  Jesus 

took his disciples up on the mountain and was 

transfigured before them. They saw the Lord in their 

own way and came down different, freed. 

 

On the first morning of our stay this past week, the sun 

rose in the east as it always does but for some reason the 

freedom of the new dawn was just 

freer.  It contained the warmth of 

the sun and the voice of God as 

always but carried a spiritual 

freedom that surpassed the norm.  

Was it the location, the spiritual 

condition of the moment; was the 

weather just right, or was it the 

sounds of children who do not 

like to get up before 1 pm? Who 

knows?  It was the Spirit of God 

and it was awesome for me.  

Maybe just for me, but the thing is you have to share the 

mountain-top experiences or they are not worth having. 

So this month, let’s consider freedom.  Okay not 

national freedom; that is a political debate and one I am 

not interested in having in this forum.  I mean the kind 

of spiritual freedom that allows us to see and sense God 

in our lives, individually and collectively. 

 

The bible has all kinds of statements on freedom and 

liberty, and the lack there of.  One that always comes up 

this time of year comes from I Peter 2:16-17:  “
16 

As 

servants of God, live as free people, yet do not use your 

freedom as a pretext for evil. 
17 

Honor everyone. Love 

the family of believers. Fear God. Honor the emperor.”  

This verse is about spiritual freedom.  It’s about finding 

our way in the faith as people of God.  We all want to 

get this right; we all want to help others do so as well.  

How?  Well I say we choose freedom.   

 

Freedom is allowing each person to find their own way.  

Ouch!  We all want to tell people how to believe and 

what to believe but to do so does not help people with 

the freedom Christ calls us to.  It dictates to them what 

and how they should believe and when.  It’s our (please 

reread the pronoun) natural way.  We want to project our 

freedoms on everyone, but that is not always helpful.  

We want to serve, we want to love, and we want to fear 

God.  That means we have to allow people the freedom 

to choose how they believe. 

 

God allows us free choice.  We make our own decisions 

all the time, right or left, up or down, 

go or stay.  Those choices are ours 

and they all come with results, 

sometimes immediate; sometimes 

delayed.  In Christ, the choices carry 

with them consequences, which we 

can only know in death.  We have 

some inklings of what eternity will 

look like, but no human knows fully.  

None of us knows what is covered by 

grace and what is the unpardonable.  We all have ideas, 

we are certainly inundated with opinions but no one 

knows.  We like to say things like Christ is love.  We 

like to teach orthodox faith the way it has always been, 

but that may not be the right way.  The Jews, (who are 

called Pharisees in the scriptures of the Ole Testament) 
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thought they had it right and Christ came.  Christ taught 

us throughout the Gospels and the other writers of the 

New Testament left us words to live by that seem right 

and have stood the test of time, but through the years, 

even those words have been interpreted differently.  

Lately, more so than in the past, perhaps, or maybe just 

faster, it is a more different place spiritually than when 

any of us were younger.   

 

Times change and we have to allow freedom to reign 

while individually holding fast to the best interpretation 

of God’s word that we can.  The disciples seemed to 

miss the mark continuously, as do I, but that does not 

change my desire to seek and follow Christ.  In my 

freedom I am called not to sin, to love everyone and 

honor the emperor.  I am free to follow to the best of my 

own ability and live that life out loud for others to see 

and hopefully find Christ in the process, but I am not 

always rewarded for the effort; some people are freer or 

less free in Christ and I have to be okay with their 

choice.  God does not want automatons; he seems to 

want faithful followers.  God looks at the heart not the 

outward signs, maybe God sees something in others we 

do not.  Maybe God knows something we do not.  Can 

we live free enough in the Spirit to allow God to be God 

and trust him enough to know the hearts of people no 

matter what we see or think we see?   

 

Freedom means allowing God to be the Father and 

honoring him to make the decisions we cannot possibly 

make on Earth.  We have to allow people to seek Christ 

in their own way, to allow Christ the time to move on 

the hearts of people in His own way and allow them to 

respond according to their own ability and 

understanding.  That does not allow 

us the excuse of not living Jesus 

out loud and free to the world, but 

it does allow us the freedom to do 

so in a manner that allows others to 

approach the throne of grace in 

their own time and in their own 

way.  God calls us to witness faith 

to the best of our ability and allows 

the Holy Spirit to advocate on his 

behalf.  That is so hard and yet the truest form of 

freedom I can recommend to us as a body of believers.     

 

Lord, in July when freedom is on the mind, help us be 

free and avoid sinfulness, as the scripture has taught us, 

and to the level that we can individually at Eastlawn 

UMC.   

 

 

Preaching Series 

July 2018 

A Month of Freedom 
 

July 01 (Communion Sunday/ 

Independence Day Observance) 

Scripture:        II Timothy 4:1-5 

Message:        “Freedom of Speech” 

Reading:         Psalm 17:3-7 

  

July 08 

Scripture:        Isaiah 61:1-4 

Message:        “The Lord Sets Us Free” 

Reading:         Psalm 119:41-48 

  

July 15 

Scripture:        I Thessalonians 1:2-10 

Message:        “Freedom from Wrath” 

Reading:         Psalm 90:11-17 

  

July 22 

Scripture:        Romans 6:5-14 

Message:        “Freedom from the Stains of Sin” 

Reading:         Psalm 71:1-6 

  

July 29 

Scripture:        Deuteronomy 30:9-10 

Message:        “Freedom to Prosper” 

Reading:         Psalm 144:1-2, 12-1 
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July 1 9:45a-Sunday School 

 11:00a-Morning Worship 

6:00p-Worship Service 

July 3 7:30a-Men’s Bible Study at IHOP 

 9:00a-Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

July 4 INDEPENDENCE DAY – 

 Happy 4
th
 of July!!   

 church closed--NO Activities 

July 7 9:00a-Our Daily Bread Ministry 

July 8 8:30a-Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a-Sunday School 

 11:00- Morning Worship 

 5:00p-Bible Study 

 6:00p-Youth 

July 10 7:30a-Men’s Bible Study at IHOP 

 9:00a-Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

July 11 9:00a-Drama 

 6:00p-Bible Study 

 6:00p-NO Youth Activities 

July 15 8:30a-Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a-Sunday School 

 11:00a- Morning Worship 

 6:00p-NO Sunday night Worship 

July 17 7:30a-Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00a-Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

July 18 9:00a-Drama 

 6:00p-Bible Study 

 6:00p-Youth Activities 

July 22 Parents’ Day 

 8:00a-Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a-Sunday School 

 11:00a-Morning Worship 

 5:00p-Bible Study 

 6:00p-Youth 

July 24 7:30a-Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00a-Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

July 25 9:00a-Drama/Children’s Activities 

 6:00p-Bible Study 

 6:00p-Youth Activities 

July 29 8:30a-Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a-Sunday School 

 11:00a-Morning Worship 

 5:00p-Bible Study 

 6:00p-Youth Worship Svs. 

 

 

July 1 ............... Homer Wales 

July 5 ............... Sandra Locke 

July 9 ............... Kay Carlow 

July 11 ............. Kaitlynn Hardy 

July 12 ............. Payton Geen 

 Catherine McIlwain 

 Doug Merrill 

July 13 ............. Heather Wiggins 

July 14 ............. Sean Jones 

July 17 ............. Opal Currie 

July 19 ............. Gayla Daniels 

 Brittnay Ellis 

July 22 ............. Cathy Epps 

 Carol Woodson 

July 24 ............. Jason Rushing 

 Marie Singleton 

July 27 ............. Bernard Fulkerson 

July 29 ............. Martha Strum 

July 31 ............. Lauryn Carpenter 

 
 

 

CALENDAR  

OF 

EVENTS 

 
 

July 6 Tony & Carol Mello 

July 9 Robert & Carolyn Weathersby 

July 10 Wesley & Glynda Smith 

July 12 James & Cynthia Lovorn 

July 18 Charles & Jackie Morie 

July 24 Billy & Kelli Green 

 Joseph & Darlyne Scarborough 

July 30 Ronnie & Kim Crocker 
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SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

5-6 P.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM 
 “Genesis to Revelations—The Books of 1 & 2 

Corinthians, Galatians, and Ephesians” 

This study is led by Brother Andy. Everyone is 

welcomed to be part of this study. 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday Mornings 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. at IHOP 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

Adult Bible Study 

The Wednesday night, Bible Study will be at 6 pm in 

July.  The study is about the Sabbath and will be 

presented and coordinated by Pastor Andy. 

Come bring your “brown bag” dinner and join us for an 

interesting study about the Sabbath. 

 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

The THURSDAY morning Bible study group is 

changing to the WEDNESDAY morning Bible study 

group. “The Epic of Eden – Isaiah” by Sandra Richter 

will be the new study beginning Wednesday, August 29, 

2018. The Bible study group will be taking a summer 

break after the April 5 meeting until August 29.  The 

time will be the same from 9-11 a.m.   If interested in 

joining, please contact Opal Currie at 228-623-1666. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G.I.F.T.E.D. YOUNG ADULT CLASS 

We will be studying a Max Lucado book called 
“Anxious for Nothing”. We meet from 9:45 until 
about 10:35 each Sunday morning. So, please, feel 
welcome to come join us.  Robin and Carl Weihing 

 

FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Friendship Sunday School Class meets in the 
conference room by 9:45. New members, old 
members and visitors are welcomed each Sunday.  
 

JOYCE GARRETT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Joyce Garrett Class meets at 9:45 a.m. 
upstairs.   Please come join us! 

 

Baptism of McKinley Carpenter 
Welcome to our Church Family!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

tel:(228)%20623-1666
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Wednesday Night Dinner 

 

NO PREPARED DINNERS IN JUNE & JULY. 

THEY WILL RESUME IN AUGUST. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO COME TO WED 

BIBLE STUDY AT 6 AND “BROWN BAG” 

YOUR MEAL at 5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLOWERS FOR SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

 

Would you like to put flowers in the 

church for Sunday Morning Worship 

in memory or honor of someone?  If 

you are interested: 

1. Please sign your name and 

phone number with the 

date on the flower calendar located in the 

ministry center hall. 

2. Contact the flower committee person for 

June, Martha Strum, at 228-217-3934 to 

coordinate the details of your flowers.  

 

 

 

 

MAMIE KIMBROUGH CIRCLE 

 

On June 14
th

, members of the 

Mamie Kimbrough Circle 

enjoyed an inspirational 

program given by Robert 

Weathersby.  He first sang “Oh 

Come, Angel Man,” followed by the reading of “Be 

Who God Created You to Be. “He ended the 

program by singing the inspirational song, 

“Marching Orders.” 

 

The circle then finalized plans for hosting a 

luncheon on July 19
th 

from 11:00 until 2:00 in the 

Ministry Center honoring Pascagoula's first 

responders.  Also, discussions were held about other 

future events. 

 

 

 

 

USHERS 
 

The USHERS FOR JULY are Rick 
Hilsabeck, Brian Chapuis, 
Wesley Smith, J.W. Woodson. 

If you are willing to be an Usher, 

please contact Carl Weihing.  

 

 

 

 

  

COUNTERS FOR JULY 

Carla Neely & Angela May 
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“About the following Witness..” 

Every Tuesday morning when possible several of 

the men of the church meet for breakfast and bible 

study. It is a wonderful time of fellowship and a 

time of encountering God in the everyday. Of late 

we have studied I and II Samuel verse by verse. 

Since January very often the condition of the United 

Methodist Denomination and its struggles with 

human sexuality, an issue all denominations are 

trying to understand in the United States, has 

become part of the conversation around the table as 

we digest the scriptures and how we as men will live 

them out daily. At one of our very recent meetings, 

Brandon Miller, a regular attendee, read a few 

paragraphs he had written through inspiration of 

the Holy Spirit. Those words were called “A 

Soldier’s Witness” by one of the other regular 

attendees. We encouraged Brandon to share those 

paragraphs and he has done so here. With 

Brandon’s permission we share the following:  (I 

Samuel 16:7: "The LORD does not look at the 

things people look at. People look at the outward 

appearance, but the LORD Looks at the heart.") 

 

A Soldier’s Witness 
By Brandon Miller 

 

I often wonder what goes through other Christian's 

minds as they file into a church, and take their 

appointed seat. Are they simply fulfilling a weekly 

task, is this the best chance to catch up on gossip, or 

do they want to be there? Are they seeking God; 

most importantly are they listening to Him? As a 

Methodist, I would say that my most profound 

religious experience did not happen in church, or on 

the shores of Lake Junaluska, but on the streets of 

Baghdad, one Christmas. 

I was annoyed; I couldn't call my family because I 

was guarding a church for Christmas service. Let 

me repeat that, I was annoyed, because I was 

guarding fellow Christians as they celebrated our 

Savior’s birthday. Needless to say, as the people 

walked into the courtyard their hesitation turned 

into celebration as they realized we were there for 

them. 

We couldn't speak the same language, expect for 

broken bits, and we had nothing in common except 

for Jesus. That was enough. What once started as 

"my worst Christmas ever," morphed into one of 

my best. 

I don’t know the total mileage of the journey, or 

anything like that, but I do know a race of people I 

had almost nothing in common with thanked me 

and my squad as we protected them while they 

worshipped Jesus. 

Like me, the Church has lost focus of its primary 

mission and become embroiled in a debate of 

homosexuals within the church. To be honest, it's 

frustrating to have so much time spent debating a 

sexual act that does not affect me or most people’s 

journey with Christ. 

When I was a child, in the late 90's and early 00's, 

there was a "trend" that went around. It was in the 

shape of a bracelet; elastic, pewter, whatever; none 

of these facts matter now. But inscribed, it held four 

very important letters, which were WWJD. For 

those of you who missed that trend, it stood for 

“What Would Jesus Do?” What Would Jesus Do? 

Not what Paul wrote or Peter observed, but what 

would Jesus do... WWJD, the most important thing 

we, as Christians, could ever ask ourselves. 

For those who are hell bent on arguing scripture 

until you are blue in the face, I ask you to look up 

these two chapters: John 8 and Matthew 21. For 

those of you who don't know, John 8 is when a mob 

brings before Jesus a woman accused of adultery; a 

crime in those days which was punishable by death. 

Jesus addresses the mob and says, "Let he who is 

without sin cast the first stone." After the mob is 

humbled and breaks up, Jesus approaches the 

woman and tells her to go forth and sin no more.  

This is important for two reasons. One Jesus 

pointed out the crowd's hypocrisy toward the lady, 

but most importantly His declaration literally put 

the woman's life in His hands. Jesus had the 

capability to cast the first stone, and yet he stayed 

his hand. Knowing what is taught in the scripture, 

that woman could have literally been brought before 

Jesus until his crucifixion and his answer would 

have been the same. 
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However, in Matthew 21 we observe something that 

we usually don't see with Jesus, and that's his rage. 

Upon entering the temple and seeing how the 

people have manipulated its use for personal gain, 

He loses his cool and storms through the temple, 

flipping tables and chasing the people out. He 

berated them for turning His Father's house into a 

den of thieves, as he called it. You see, to me they 

used their position to get into a temple and used the 

temple for personal gain, not God's glory. 

I'll stand with most people when a person uses their 

position to pervert God's word, but I won't argue 

about someone who "sins" while following their 

heart. That's between Jesus and themselves. When 

they do honest work for Gods glory, I won't be the 

one to tell them they're wrong. If, or when, they 

look to bring more attention to gay causes and 

pervert their position within in the church then that's 

worth talking about. Until then, we should keep our 

minds out of their bedroom, and focus on our task 

of making disciples.  

We are not the judge in this instance, and in Gods 

eyes all sins are equal but one. If people were truly 

honest with themselves, they would seek out 

scripture that highlights their own faults and work 

to improve those, instead of weaponizing scripture 

against those we disagree with. 

While the United Methodist church has several 

articles of faith that drive this argument, they, to 

me, are guidelines; a default position we take in the 

absence of good judgement by offending parties; 

not a standard that we use to persecute our fellow 

Christians.   

 

By no means am I a biblical scholar or religious 

expert; I'm a simple man, faced with complex 

questions. I know what I'll die for, I know what I'll 

fight for, and I know what I'll kill for. How 

someone has sex, or who someone chooses to love 

doesn't fall into any of these categories. To me the 

answer is simple. While we may not agree or 

understand, if someone rejoices for finding love and 

we respect it, we rob the devil of his praise. 

I can't say that I learned a lot about Jesus that day 

long ago, but I do believe I discovered what it 

meant to be a Christian, to have faith, to walk into 

the unknown, and how a subtle change can brighten 

anyone's day. I can also say with an open heart that 

you often find Jesus in the strangest places and 

sometimes you find wisdom where you least expect 

it. Knowing this, why would we rob our 

congregations of these lessons based on sexuality 

alone? 

As Paul pointed out in Romans, "There is no 

distinction, for all have sinned, and fall short of the 

glory of God". I can't say I am forgiven while 

excluding others, and I can't argue that they are 

unable to teach me a lesson. The fact is we are all 

sinners, and only Jesus Christ was perfect. I've 

literally guarded the doors of a church against true 

evil, and my friends, this is one thing I won't guard 

against. I might volunteer as an usher to protect 

your seat though 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in joining the Eastlawn 

Family or just have questions about the 

church, please talk with Brother Andy. Call 

him at 228-219-3898. His email is 

pastorandyumc@gmail.com. 
 

The Eastlawn Journey is a monthly publication 

of Eastlawn United Methodist Church.  Send  

inquiries, pictures, and info to 

Eastlawnjourney@gmail.com. 


